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Maryam Wahid, 
is a British artist and photographer who tells stories through pictures. She captures 
moments, emotions, and narratives, using her camera as her storytelling tool. Using the 
impact of visuals, she effortlessly captures the essence of individuals and concepts through 
the art of photography. Wahid specialises in portrait and event photography, where she 
brings out the unique qualities and stories of her subjects. Whether it's a personal portrait 
filled with warmth or a professional headshot, her portraiture brings people and brands to 
life in a simple and captivating way.  

With her unique ability to tell stories through the lens and her rich creative photo 
collection, she seamlessly blends the artistry of her craft with the realm of capturing the 
essence of brand narratives.  

Her work has been exhibited both national and international galleries, captivating 
audiences worldwide. Maryam Wahid's major solo exhibitions at Ffotogallery (Wales, UK) 
in 2019 and the Midlands Arts Centre (Birmingham, UK) in 2022 have left a lasting imprint 
on the art world. Wahid’s photography has been commissioned by renowned publications 
such as The Guardian, The Financial Times, Wellcome Collection, The Telegraph, and 
Digital Photographer Magazine. 



• A Royal Connection  
Maryam Wahid was invited to 

join the selection panel for a 
prestigious competition 

organised by the National 
Portrait Gallery under the 

patronage of Her Royal 
Highness, The Princess of 

Wales, Catherine Middleton. 
This initiative, known as Hold Still 

(2020), aimed to create a 
collective portrait of the UK 

during lockdown, further 
solidifying Wahid's role as a 

respected figure in the artistic 
community. 

Watch Judging Process Here 

https://www.npg.org.uk/hold-still/hold-still-selection-process/


• A Vision Beyond Photography 
Wahid's artistic journey goes beyond 
the confines of photography, 
embracing a rich canvas of creative 
disciplines. Her portfolio 
encompasses conceptualisation, 
production, creation, and interactive 
engagement.



• A Foundation of Excellence  
Holding a First-Class BA (Hons) 
in Photography from Birmingham 
City University, Maryam Wahid 
has achieved a strong academic 
foundation. Her dedication to her 
craft has not only earned her 
accolades but also the respect of 
the creative community.



• A Distinguished Judge and 
Creative Collaborator  

Wahid has served as a judge for 
esteemed art competitions, 

including those for Photoworks 
and The New Art Gallery 

Walsall. Her televised 
involvement in BBC's Great 

British Photography Challenge, 
alongside renowned 

photographer Rankin, 
showcased her expertise and 

passion. 



•  Award-Winning Artistry  
She has accolades  from The 
British Journal of 
Photography, Format Festival, 
Photoworks, and The 
Magenta Foundation that 
serve as a testament to her 
exceptional talent in capturing 
the essence of photography.



Fine Art Projects



Zaibunnisa, Analogue and Digital Photographs, Moving Image and Creative Writing (2022). 
Commissioned by Midlands Arts Centre, Arts Council England and British Council.



Women from the Pakistani Diaspora in England, Analogue Photographs and Creative Writing (2018) 



Ek Aurat Ka Safar: A Woman’s Journey, Analogue 
Photographs and Research and Development 

Report (2019). 
Commissioned by Arts Council England and 

British Council.



The Hijab, Digital Photographs (2018)



Portraits/ Editorial



Andy Street(2022) 
Commissioned by Financial Times (UK)



In Common, Digital Photographs (2022) 
Commissioned by Patrizia (UK)



Tape Letters, Digital Photographs (2020) 
Commissioned by Modus Arts (UK)



Star Alumni’s (2023) 
Commissioned by 
Birmingham City 
University (UK)



Star Alumni’s (2023) 
Commissioned by 
Birmingham City 
University (UK)



Faces of 2022 (2022) 
Commissioned by Grain Projects (UK)



Afghan Refugees in Britain (2021) 
Commissioned by The Telegraph Magazine (UK)



Faces of 2022 (2022) 
Commissioned by Grain Projects (UK)



Dreams of Brum (2023) 
Commissioned by Ikon Gallery (UK)



Newport Ladies (2021) 
Commissioned by Diffusion Photo Festival (UK)



Invisible Illness (2022) 
Commissioned by Wellcome Collection (UK)



Invisible Illness (2023) 
Commissioned by Wellcome Collection (UK)



Invisible Illness (2023) 
Commissioned by Wellcome Collection (UK)



Portrait Youth (2020) 
Commissioned by Manchester Metropolitan University  (UK)



Afghan Refugees in Britain (2021) 
Commissioned by The Telegraph Magazine (UK)



Faces of 2022 (2022) 
Commissioned by Grain Projects (UK)



Dress and the magic of touch (2020) 
Commissioned by  Wellcome Collection (UK)



Eritrean Woman (2021) 
Commissioned by Financial Times (UK)



Faces of NHS (2023) 
Commissioned by the National Health Service (UK)



Star Alumni’s (2023) 
Commissioned by 
Birmingham City 
University (UK)



Tear-sheets & 
Exhibitions



Installation Photo of: Zaibunnisa exhibited at the 
Midlands Arts Centre (2022)



Installation Photo of: Zaibunnisa exhibited outdoors for 
The Photographers Gallery London- Radical Imagination 

(2022)



Installation Photo of:The Portrait of Britain Award 2018 - 
shown across the whole of the UK in public places.



Installation Photo of: The Hijab exhibited at the 
Lancashire Photo Festival (2023)



Installation Photo of: The Hijab exhibited at the Inspire 
Festival at Birmingham City University (2018)



Installation Photo with Zara Sultana: Creative 
Connections Coventry at the Herbert Art Gallery and 

Museum (2022)



Installation Photo of: In Common Project  Patrizia - 
opposite the Edgbaston Cricket Ground (2022)



Installation Photo of: Ek Aurat Ka Safar : A Woman’s 
Journey at The New Art Gallery Walsall (2019).
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Upon arriving in Lahore, Maryam 
Wahid’s mother Nargis asked to 
be brought jasmine flowers. They 
reminded her of her own mother. 
Though Wahid had never met her 
late grandmother, she had long 
heard stories about how she liked 
to wear jasmine flowers in her hair.

The image, far left, was made 
on day two of their trip. It was 
Wahid’s first ever visit to Pakistan, 
and her mother’s first in 20 years 
after she emigrated to the UK for 
an arranged marriage in 1982. 

“My intention was to capture 
the delicacy of the jasmine flower 
and to express the metaphor it 
had become for my grandmother,” 
Wahid tells me. The gold 
embroidery and floral prints of 
her mother’s shalwar kameez  
add to the delicate atmosphere. 

Beyond that, the flowers are, 
for Wahid, “a reminder of the 
fragility of life and the importance 
of preserving memories”. The 
accompanying image was made 
at the Miani Sahib graveyard. It is 
Lahore’s largest cemetery, dating 
back to the Mughal era in the  
16th century, and is where Wahid’s 
grandparents and uncle are buried. 

The project that evolved from 
this trip is called Zaibunnisa, an 
Urdu word meaning “the beauty of 
women”. It was Nargis’s given name 
before she left Pakistan. The work 
delves into the photographer’s 
family history, incorporating old 
studio portraits of her family as 
well as images Wahid made around 
her family home in Pakistan. 
“For me,” she says, “these objects 
and symbols are a powerful 
representation of the connection 
between past and present, and 
the importance of family ties.” In 
making the photographs, she was 
able to imagine what her life might 
have been like had her parents 
never emigrated to Birmingham 
and to find a kind of peace in her 
dual identity. 

Words by Josh Lustig. “Zaibunnisa” 
is on show at Impressions 
Gallery, Bradford, until July 1, 
impressions-gallery.com
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Jasmine Flowers, Lahore, 2019 Miani Sahib Graveyard, Lahore, 2019
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